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National Weather Summary 
March 21-27, 1982 


HIGHLIGHTS: Thunderstorms across the South pro- 
duced heavy rain, hail, and at least one tornado WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS 
in southern Alabama. Rain through Florida was o~ Mar. 21-27, 1982 
beneficial but delayed fieldwork throughout the 
South. Warm weather existed early in the week, but 
a cold outbreak at midweek caused freezing weather 
in northern Texas. A second push of cold air at 
the end of the period brought subfreezing weather 
to the Southeast and threatened early blooming 
fruit trees from Virginia to Florida. 
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SUNDAY...A cold front moved through the east coast 
and trailed across the South to central Texas. Snow 
covered northern New England, and rainshowers oc- 
curred along and ahead of the front except in south- 
eastern Georgia and Florida. Thunderstorms were Gorntowrranio’~. 
scattered from central Texas to central Georgia. nine wel 
Freezing temperatures moved into the northern Plains (> ABOVE NORMAL 

and spread across the Rockies to the Sierra Nevada (C) BELOW NORMAL 
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mountains and through the northern Cascades to the ff Wintgr Wheat Dormant 


‘ 


CA 
’I 


\ 











MONDAY...Rainshowers and occasional thunderstorms in the northern Plains spread through the West and 
continued from central Texas through southern Geor- across the North, but warmer weather pushed north- 
gia and Florida. Snowshowers remained over north- ward into the Plains. 
ern New England. The continued cold temperatures 
TUESDAY...A low-pressure system along the Texas gulf 
coast spread showers and thunderstorms throughout 
FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS DISCONTINUED —— the area and into South Carolina. After a short 
period of light rain, the rivers in Indiana and Ohio 
receded from flood stages, but the warm, moist flow 
from the South spread rain or snow from the east- 
central Plains to the northern Plains, the northern 
Mississippi Valley, and the western Great Lakes re- 
gion. 


Due to increased cost and budget limitations, free 
subscriptions of the Weekly Weather and Crop Bulle- 
tin will be discontinued on April 27, 1982. If you 
want to continue receiving the Bulletin, please con- 
Sider these options: 


WEDNESDAY...A cold front in the northern Plains met 
the warmer, moist air from the Gulf and triggered 
light rain or showers from Michigan to the Ohio Val- 
ley and to the northern Plains. Snow spread from 


1. Subscriptions for the Bulletin are available at 
$6.00 covering the 23 weekly publications until 
September 30, 1982. A new subscription rate 
will become effective then, based upon the lat- 
est printing, drafting and postage costs. Sub- (Continued on back page) 
scriptions for a longer period cannot be accept- 
ed now. To order, send a check, payable to Contents 
Department of Commerce - NOAA, along with your Pa 
name and address to: National Weather Summary 

NOAA/USDA Joint Agricultural Weather Facility Precipitation & Snow...... 
USDA South Building, Room 5844 Average Temperature & Departure. - 
Washington, DC 20250 Soil Temperature & U.S. 30-Day Outlook 

Weather Data for Selected Cities 

NOAA recipients requiring the Bulletin should Heating Degree Days. ...... 

telephone the subscription clerk at (202) 447- U.S. 90-Day Temperature Outlook 

7917 or FTS 447-7917. Satellite Aids Weather Analysis. 

Geoereapmicai QOF@GG . .« « « «© se © 

If you represent an agency of the U.S. Depart- National Agricultural Summary. ..... 

ment of Agriculture, contact your Washington, State Summaries of Weather & Agriculture 

DC, headquarters. The office of your Admini- Cultivated Areas of the World. ..-« 

strator has been advised of the above action. Eurasia 30-Day Outlook ...... . 

It is expected that your needs will be handled International Weather & Crop Summay. 

through bulk supplies ordered by your Agency. Subscription Information y - 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION, INCHES 
March 21-27, 1! 


No Measurable 
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NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 
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NOTE: -This chart will be issued on Tuesday dur 
ing the winter. It is based upon data from regular 
National Weather Service and sclected cooperative 





d portions represent areas covered with 
snow; lines indicate depth in inches. No attem; 
r to indicate areas and depths that may exist at 
high altitudes in the Rocky Mountains, bevond the fo°) 
figures shown by reports from regular National NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


Weather Service and a few special cooperative sta- 
over. Based on preliminary reports 


tions. Dotted line shows limits of last week's cover 
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Based on preliminary reports 
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Average Monthly Weather Outlook 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Mar. 27, 1982 
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BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND 1941-70 NOR4ALS 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Mar. 27, 1982 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Mar. 27, 1982 
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Outlook for 90-Day Average Temperatures 
APRIL THROUGH JUNE 1982 


























ABOVE NORMAL, 60% CHANCE OF OCCURRENCE 





ww] BELOW NORMAL, 60% CHANCE OF OCCURRENCE 





INDETERMINATE, 50% CHANCE OF ABOVE NORMAL 
50% CHANCE OF BELOW NORMAL 











The two categories Above and Below are to be com- 
pared to the long-term average or "normal" tem- 
peratures of the year 1941-70. Each category has 

a natural climatic frequency or probability of 

50%. Each carries a 60% probability of occurring 
where forecast (shaded area), based on the verifi- 
cation scores of twenty-three years of experimental 


NOAA,National Weather Service,Climate Analysis Center Seasonal predictions. 
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While satellite data are valuable aids to analy- 
sis of weather patterns under ordinary circumstances, 
they frequently become indispensible in areas where 
conventional data are sparse or nonexistant. Synop- 
tic meteorologists following the weather events in 
the southern hemisphere find the data from the GOES 
satellites are nearly all that are available over 
most of the ocean areas south of the equator. For 
example, GOES pictures (figure 1) provide the only 
indication of weather systems approaching South 
America. 

However, satellite pictures can pose questions 
as well as answers. For example, on February 22, 
1982, two parallel dark streaks appeared in a cloud 
field west of Chili (figure 1). Their appearance 
gave the impression of large objects moving through 
the cloud field, leaving long disturbances similar 
to wakes left by ships. 

These clouds are stratocumulus, a cloud type that 
frequently forms under the descending air of a large 
high pressure cell situated over a cold body of 
water. Typically, these clouds have bases at about 
2,000 ft. and tops at 4,000 or 5,000 ft. Thus, the 
objects causing the disturbance had to be quite 
large. Examination of pictures from the following 
day revealed that the objects were also stationary. 
Clearly, islands with elevations exceeding 2,000 ft. 
were implicated. 

In fact, the islands involved were the Juan Fer- 
nandez Islands. The western island was Alejandro 
Selkirk which has a mountain peak of 5,413 ft. The 
eastern island was Robinson Crusoe, featuring two 
peaks over 1,800 ft. and one peak 3,002 ft. high. 

The direction of the streaks revealed the direc- 
tion of the winds near the surface--from the south- 
southeast. As the wind and clouds passed over the 
islands the same effect was created as if the is- 
lands are moving through the clouds--namely, a wake 
formed to the rear of each island. 

Features such as these can provide a meteorolo- 
gist with information enabling him to make a mean- 
ingful analysis of the weather situation where con- 
ventional data are sparse or nonexistant. 
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WHEN OTHER AREAS ARE MENTIONED, SUCH AS STATES OR GROUPS OF STATES, 
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National Agricultural Summary 
March 22-28 


HIGHLIGHTS: Freezing temperatures dipped southward 
at the end of the week, threatening apple and 
peach crops from Virginia to Georgia. Favorable 
temperatures and moisture supplies promoted growth 
of winter wheat on the Great Plains. Fieldwork 
continued to lag in the Southeast where rain once 
again delayed activities. Only 2 to 4 days were 
suitable for fieldwork in this region. Soi] 
moisture supplies were rated adequate to surplus 
in the Southeast, the Delta, and in parts of the 
Corn Belt. Widespread corn planting in the South 
reached 63% completion in Georgia. Progress 
generally lagged last year but was above 
average. Sorghum planting in Texas was 57% 
finished. Rice planting was underway in Texas, 
Louisiana, and in parts of Arkansas. Cotton 
planting centered in Arizona and Texas. Tobacco 
seeding and transplanting gained momentum; 
Maryland auctions were open. Vegetable harvest 
was limited to the South. Planting moved 
northward. Pastures were in fair to good 
condition and showed improvement due to mild 
weather and ample soil moisture. 





in fair to mostly 
producing regions. 
became more 
crop was 


Winter wheat was 

major 

control 
areas, the 


SMALL GRAINS: 
good condition in all 
Topdressing and weed 
widespread. In southern 
heading. 

Kansas winter wheat showed excellent growth 
under generally favorable temperature and moisture 
conditions. Spring seeding of oats and barley 
approached the halfway mark. 

Oklahoma winter wheat 
and development due to good moisture conditions 
and mild temperatures. Growers sprayed fields to 
control weeds. Nearly 35% of the acreage was 
jointing, 15% more than normal. 

Texas smal] grains responded to 
temperatures and additional moisture. 
rains in central areas of the State provided 
much-needed moisture for fields in the heading 
stage. Winter wheat was jointing on the northern 
High Plains. In Central Texas, cattle were moved 
from fields intended for grain. Because of poor 
development, a few fields will be grazed out 
instead of harvested. 





made excellent growth 


warmer 


Weekend 


OTHER CROPS: 
moved northward 


Corn planting gained momentum and 

into the extreme southern areas of 
Virginia. However, most activity centered further 
south. Progress ranged from 26% completion in 
Alabama to 63% in Georgia. Emerged plants were in 
fair to good condition. 

Sorghum planting in Texas was 57% finished, 
compared to 53% last year and the average of 46%. 
Weekend rains helped stands in the Blacklands and 
south-central areas. Some stands in the Blacklands 
developed poorly and will be replanted. 

Tobacco transplanting was 50% 
Georgia and nearing completion in 
other areas, growers seeded and 
plantbeds. Maryland tobacco auctions 
the second week of sales. 

Rice planting centered 





finished in 
Florida. In 
cared for 

completed 


in Texas and Louisiana 
and got underway in Arkansas. Planting was 18% 
complete in Louisiana and 30% complete in Texas. 
Emerged plants were in fair to good condition. 

Cotton planting in Arizona continued as 
rapidly as conditions allowed. Planting was 
nearly 40% finished in the warmer western areas of 
the State. Planting in Texas (8% finished) 
stretched from the Coastal Bend area to the Upper 
Coast. Many producers delayed planting until 
soils become warmer. 

Maple sirup production 
North. 


gained momentum in the 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Freezing temperatures plunged 
southward at the end of the week, threatening 
apple and peach crops from Virginia to Georgia. 
Damage was expected to range from heavy in the 
northern areas of South Carolina and in North 
Carolina to a 10 to 20% loss in southern areas of 
South Carolina. In Virginia, damage was expected 
to be light. Growers in Georgia expect some loss 
in the northern part of the State with relatively 
small losses in other areas. Some damage has also 
become evident from the extremely cold winter 
weather. 

Rain 
citrus groves. 





improved the condition of Florida's 
New growth continued, but blooming 
was finished. The early and midseason orange 
harvest was completed, but Valencia orange picking 
was slow. Grapefruit movement was still active. 

Arizona citrus groves’ were in very good 
condition with most trees in or approaching full 
bloom. Harvesting of lemons, grapefruit, and 
Valencia oranges continued active. Deciduous 
fruit thinning was underway. 

California apricots were at peak bloom in the 
San Joaquin Valley. Cherry trees were blossoming, 
and early varieties of grapes were leafing out. 
Bloom was nearly complete for nectarines, peaches, 
and plum trees. The Navel orange harvest was 
Slowed by rain. However, in a few areas harvest 
was finished. The Valencia orange harvest gained 
momentum. 

The Texas citrus 
Grande Valley. Pecan 
bud. Peach trees were 
freeze damage. 


harvest continued in the Rio 
trees were beginning to 
blooming with no apparent 


prepared 
areas, 
and wet 


VEGETABLES: Growers in northern regions 
land for spring planting and, in some 
planted early-season crops. Cool weather 
fields slowed fieldwork in many locations. 

Florida's vegetable shipments increased 22% 
from the previous’ week. Volume declined for 
cauliflower, radishes, peas, and strawberries. 
All other crops registered increases or held 
steady. Very light harvests of watermelons 
started in the Immokalee-Belle Glade area. 

Arizona's lettuce harvest was active but slow 
due to poor market conditions. Harvesting of 
other vegetables made good progress. 

In the Rio Grande Valley of Texas, 
of cabbage, carrots, and onions remained active. 
Planting spring vegetables and harvesting carrots 
and spinach were the main activities in the San 
Antonio-Winter Garden area. Land preparation for 
spring planting neared completion in the Coastal 
Bend area and started in East Texas. On the High 
Plains, onion and potato planting continued. 
Moisture is needed for the recently planted crops. 

California asparagus production was slowed by 
cool, wet weather. Carrot harvest was active in 
Desert areas but light in the San Joaquin Valley. 
Lettuce harvest was active in the Palo Verde 
Valley and started in the San Joaquin Valley. The 
strawberry harvest was light due to rain and cool 
weather. Tomato planting progressed as_ field 
conditions permitted. 





harvesting 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures were in fair to 





good condition across the South. Conditions were 
improving due to ample soil moisture supplies and 
mild weather. As Texas pastures and ranges 
continued to improve, the demand for supplemental 
feeding declined. More moisture was needed for 
continued good growth of grasses. Livestock were 
in mostly good condition. Calving and lambing 
continued with no unusual losses reported. Cattle 
were moved from wheat pastures intended for 
harvest as grain. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


scale. 
SRS State 


national 


Monday by Offices 


ALABAMA: Temperatures below normal. Rainfall 
scattered, little north to over 1.00 in. south. 

Fieldwork: 3.2 days. Soil moisture mostly 
adequate. Activities: Corn planted 26%, 1981 
38%. Routine farm chores, planning for this year's 
crops, spraying and pruning fruit trees and pecan 
trees. Planting of corn and some vegetables. 
Applying nitrogen and herbicides to wheat. Con- 
ditions: Livestock, pastures fair; pasture feed, 
stored feed mostly adequate; wheat fair to good; 
plowing 47%; fieldwork behind. Some hail damage 
to corn, wheat, and tomatoes 25th in south. 


Mostly sunny skies through midweek. 
snow 26th, 27th spreading moisture all 
areas. Amounts around 0.10 in. western, southern 
sections, between 0.25 and 0.75 in. central bas- 
ins. central mountains. Snow level dropped to 
6500 ft. with 1 to 6 in. higher elevations. 
Another storm system 28th, snow level dropped to 
4500 ft. Average temperatures varied 2° below 
normal to 2° above. 

Small grains very 
creasing accelerating 


ARIZONA: 
Rain and 


progress, heading in- 
rate. Preparations, plant- 
ing cotton continued rapidly as conditions allow- 
ed, planting warmer western areas nearly 40% 
complete, progress most other areas land prepar- 
ations, pre-irrigation. Alfalfa good progress, 
some cut, baled hay received moderate to heavy 
rain damage toward week's end. Sugarbeets very 
sood growth, preliminary tests indicated good 
yield, sugar prospects. Safflower, sorghum, 

corn reasonably good progress, planting corn, 
safflower mostly complete central areas, land 
preparations still active, corn planting southeast. 
Lettuce harvest active but relatively slow due 
poor market conditions. Harvest mixed vegetables 
reasonably good progress conditions allowed. 
Watermelons, cantaloups emerging, developing 
stands, rains, cooler temperatures slowed germi- 
nation later plantings. Harvest lemons, grape- 
fruit, Valencia oranges, tangerines reasonably 
sood progress, new growth well advanced most 
sroves, trees appeared very good condition, most 
sroves in, approaching full bloom. Grape shoot 
thinning continued. Deciduous fruit, making very 
sood progress, thinning underway. Ranges mostly 
fair condition. Livestock remained fair, good 
condition. Adequate water supplies. Range 
browse made excellent progress. 


ARKANSAS: Cold, dry week with very light 
fall first part of week in extreme south. High- 
est temperature 79°, lowest 19°. All departures 
from normal ranged from -2 to -8°, Most rainfall 
0.44 in., least zero. 

The major field activity was land preparation. 
Farmers were applying herbicides and fertilizers 
to fields. Wheat remained in good condition and 
was heading in the southern part of the State. 
Several fields of rice and sorghum were planted 
in southern counties. Pastures were progressing 
well and livestock remained in good condition. 
Fruits and vegetables were not damaged by the 
cold weather. 


sood 


rain- 


CALIFORNIA: Temperatures 
precipitation over all divisions. Rainfall 
amounts were largest over the South Coast. A 
cold upper level storm moved to the coast bring- 
ing the much colder air and precipitation. Early 
morning temperatures again dipped to or below the 
freezing mark at many localities. Warm, dry 
weather prevailed. 


again below normal and 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each 
in cooperation with 


the National Weather Service. 


Field preparations active on dryer soils. Some 
lodging on grain fields. Small grains progressing 
well, earlier fields beginning to head out. Some 
green chopping of oats. Rice fields burning ac- 
tive with more expected as conditions improve. 
Alfalfa developing well with first cutting begin- 
ning in San Joaquin Valley. Sugarbeets, excellent 
condition, with limited harvest on coastal areas. 
Cool, damp weather limited activities. Apricot 
bloom at its peak, San Joaquin Valley. Cherry 
trees blossoming. Early grapes leafing out, most 
areas, frost protection needed in North Coast. 
Pears flowering. Bloom nearly complete in nec- 
tarines, peaches, and plums. Navel orange harvest 
Slowed by rain, completed in some areas. Valencia 
harvest accelerating. Catkins appearing on walnut 
trees. Artichoke harvest moderate. Asparagus 
production held back by cool, wet weather. Broc- 
coli harvest moderate Central Coast. Carrot har- 
vest active Desert, light San Joaquin Valley. 
Cauliflower light supply Central Coast. Celery 
harvest active South Coast. Lettuce harvest active 
Palo Verde Valley, started San Joaquin Valley. 
Green peas blooming San Joaquin Valley. Straw- 
berry harvest light due rain, cold weather. Plant-— 
ing tomatoes continues as field conditions permit. 
Ample moisture and sunny days contributed excel- 
lent range. Calving continues. Sheep graze al- 
falfa, native pastures. 


COLORADO: Light precipitation 24th in east with 
most stations getting less than 0.10 in. of new 
moisture. Moist air 26th caused widespread pre- 
cipitation but amounts averaged only 0.10 to 0.20 
in. Temperatures averaged 2 to 4° below normal. 

Seeding of spring grains making excellent pro- 
cress. Barley at 27% seeded, oats at 25% seeded, 
and spring wheat at 5% seeded all ahead of last 
year and average. Sugarbeet seeding just under- 
way with 9% in the ground. Also ahead of last 
year and average. Winter wheat in good condition 
with 12% of the acreage being pastured. Subsoil 
and topsoil moisture rated as short to adequate. 
There were 5.5 days suitable for fieldwork. Live- 
stock in good condition with minimum death losses 
reported. 


FLORIDA: 
atures 


Partly cloudy, unseasonably mild temper- 
most of week. A cold front moved down the 

Peninsula on the 26th, stalling out over south at 

weekend. This brought colder, rainy weather, 

most of State. Rainfall averaged 2.00 to 4.00 in. 
most areas. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate. 
nearing completion. 
ues. Land being 
soybeans. Young 
heading rapidly. 


Corn planting 
Tobacco transplanting contin- 
prepared for planting peanuts, 
Sugarcane good growth. Wheat 
Other small grains good progress. 
Most pastures in or nearly good to excellent con- 
dition. General rain on 28th very beneficial. 
Cattle fair to good condition. Rains on the 25th 
and at weekend improved citrus tree condition. 

New growth continues, bloom over. Early-mid orange 
harvest completed. Valencia picking slow. Grape- 
fruit movement continues active. Partly cloudy 
skies, very warm days, mild nights most of week in 
vegetable areas. A cold front late in the week 
brought general rains, much cooler temperatures. 
Winds mostly light to moderate. Total shipments 
increased 22% from previous week. Harvest gained 
carrots, sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, okra, 
parsley, peppers, potatoes, tomatoes. Volume 

about steady snap beans, cabbage, celery, Chinese 
cabbage, escarole, lettuce, squash. Volume de- 
clined cauliflower, radishes, southern peas, straw- 
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berries. Strawberry harvest past peak and declin- 
ing. Very light harvest of watermelons underway 
Immokalee-Belle Glade area. Crop growth, progress 
generally good, other areas. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures much above normal. Average 
from 15° above at Macon to 21° above at Athens. 
Precipitation light until end of week when show- 
ers and thundershowers brought light to moderate 
rain to go along with unseasonably low tempera- 
tures. On 27th and 28th, temperatures averaged 
8 to 12° below normal. Rainfall averaged 0.05 
to 0.10 in. south, spotty trace amounts elsewhere. 
Soil moisture 73% adequate, 20% surplus, 7% 
Short. Four days suitable for fieldwork. Corn 
63% planted, last year 59%, average 30%. Condi- 
tion of emerged crop 65% good, 29% fair. Tobacco 
00% transplanted, last year 23%, average 15%. 
Condition 79% good, 17% fair. Watermelons 57% 
planted, last year 50%, average 36%. Condition 
59% good, 38% fair. Wheat 53% good, 34% fair, 
powdery mildew problems increasing. Other small 
grains 56% good, 38% fair. Some freeze damage 
to peach and apple crop in northern quarter of 
State on 27th and 28th, but too early to fully 
assess. Pastures 69% good, 25% fair. Cattle and 
hogs fair to mostly good. 


HAWAII: Weather unfavorable. Heavy rains. Soil 
washouts to orchard and vegetable fields in low- 
lying areas. Farm activities curtailed. Taro 
fields, Island of Kauai, affected by silting 
caused by overflowing streams and irrigation 
ditches. Diseases prevalent to some leafy crops, 
lowering yields. Vegetables: Supplies generally 
adequate. Bananas: Supplies light. Soil wash- 
outs in some orchards from gushing waters. Papay- 
as: Declining period in harvest. Production also 
affected by Pytophthora disease. Pineapples: 
Light harvest. Sugar: After two weeks shutdown, 
some mills back grinding. Pastures: Flooding of 
lowland pastures occurred from the heavy rains. 
Necessitated moving livestock to higher grounds. 


IDAHO: Temperatures averaged from 2° above normal 
in portions of the Panhandle to 4° below at Dubois. 
Extremes: 66° at Hagerman to a low of 3° at 
Stanley. Precipitation was below normal. Totals 
ranged from only traces at a few stations up to 

a maximum of 0.25 at Grangeville which was still 
0.25 in. below normal. 

Most areas received at least three good days of 
spring weather. Growers in the southwest contin- 
ued field preparations and plantings. Reports 
from the rest of the State show that fields still 
too wet for most crop activities. Potato seed 
movement very active in east. Some minor winter- 
kill has been experienced in winter wheat in north. 
As calving and lambing continue, ranchers assessing 
the damage of the harsh winter on livestock. Los- 
ses of last fall's calves and lambs looks to be 
high, along with cattle and sheep that went into 
the winter months in poor condition. Most areas 
indicate feed supplies to be adequate. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 3 to 7° below normal. 
Precipitation trace to 0.40 in. 

Activities: Livestock feeding and care, 
eral farmwork, ordering supplies, preparing 
machinery for fieldwork, some fieldwork. 


ren- 


Cool week. Flooding rivers receding 
Precipitation 0.20 to 0.40 in., some as 
Snow in north which melted. Air temperatures 5° 
below normal and ranged from 16 to 68°, Soil 
temperatures high 30's north to near 50's south. 
Sunshine 63% of possible. 

Wet soils limiting fieldwork. Activities: 
Topdressing wheat and pastures, hauling manure, 
some seeding and treating tobacco plant beds, 
seeding clover, moving grain, caring for live- 
stock and usual chores. 


INDIANA: 
slowly. 


IOWA: A mild, dry week. Light precipitation fell 
the 23rd, 24th and 25th southeast two-thirds. 
Temperatures were mildest 24th and 28th reaching 
upper 40's and lower 50's. 


KANSAS: Precipitation 0.10 to 0.25 in. with local 
amounts southeast and south central to 0.50 in. 
Temperatures averaged 39° northwest to 47° south- 
east, normal to slightly below normal north to 
about 2° below normal south. 

Spring seeding oats and barley satisfactory 
progress, approaching halfway point. Wheat, ex- 
cellent growth under generally favorable tempera- 
ture and moisture conditions. Symptoms of soil- 
borne wheat mosaic becoming more apparent and 
widespread. Some winterkill locally severe in 
eastern areas. Soil moisture adequate to surplus 
except west central and southwest areas. 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures averaged 5 to 9° below 
normal with near to average temperatures first 
half of week and much below normal readings at 
end. Precipitation averaged less than 0.25 in. 
on 25th and 26th which was 0.50 to 1.00 in. below 
normal. 

Suitable for fieldwork: 3.0 days. Soil mois- 
ture 1% short, 55% adequate, 44% surplus. Some 
flooding of river bottoms and lowlands but not 
serious at this date. Plowing about 40% com- 
plete, pessimism of producers have slowed activ- 
ity. Tobacco beds 50% seeded, last year 75%, 1980 
only 20%. Winterkill light to moderate on wheat, 
damage more severe on barley and oats. Pastures 
looking good with cattle receiving 33% of roughage 
from pasture feed. Winter hay supply adequate all 
areas with 18% still on hand. Extreme cold of 
January 10th and 17th evidently killed peach buds 
in many counties and those trees will have little 
or no 1982 crop. Apples and cherries believed to 
be oKay. 


LOUISIANA: Rainfall averaged 0.40 to 2.00 in. 
Temperatures normal to 3° below. 

Soil moisture adequate. Days suitable: 3.6. 
Spring plowing 48%, 68% 1981, 36% 1980. Corn 
planted 50%, 44% 1981, 30% average; emerged 25%, 
19% 1980, condition fair to good. Rice planted 
18%, 26% 1981, 21% average: emerged 8%, 13% 1981: 
condition fair to good. Winter wheat headed 10%, 
7% 1981; condition fair to good. Sugarcane rated 
fair to good. Strawberry harvest continues, some 
disease problems noted in Livingston Parish. Ve- 
getables rated fair to good. Both pasture and 
livestock rated fair to good. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: Temperatures in western 
Maryland averaged 3° above normal but elsewhere 
averaged 3° below normal. Highs averaged mid 
90's to low 60's and lows averaged mid to upper 
30's. Greatest amount of precipitation was re- 
ported at Oakland; 1.43 in. Least reported was 
at Georgetown, Maryland and Newark, Delaware at 
0.14 in. The average of the remaining 14 States 
reporting was 0.41 in. 

Net sales for the second week of the tobacco 
auction amounted to 4,312,920 pounds with a net 
value of $7,516,979. The weighted average price 
for the second week was $176.14 per hundredweigcht, 
an increase of $.82 from the first week weighted 
average price of $175.32 per hundredweight. Total 
net sales for the two weeks were 7,526,444 pounds 
with a net value of $13,152,091. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures averaged 2 to 5° below 
normal. High temperatures generally in the mid- 
50's in the Lower Peninsula and mid-40's Upper 
Peninsula. Precipitation was light. Average ac- 
cumulation of 0.10 to 0.30 in. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged normal to 6° 
below normal. Averages ranged from 21° in Inter- 
national Falls to 33° Redwood Falls. Highest 
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Lamberton and lowest was 
totals generally 


temperature was 50° at 
-8° in Duluth. Precipitation 
than 0.15 in. except locally to 0.29 in. south 
central. Precipitation averaged 0.25 to 0.48 in. 
below normal. Snowfall ranged from zero to trace 
except up to 2 in. west central through south 
central and east central. Snowdepth at weeks 
ranged from zero south to 20 in. extreme north 
central and northeas 


MISSISSIPPI: A cold front with 
moved through the State on the 
rain totals common. Greatest 
in. Cold front on 25th brought below normal] 
temperatures. Extremes: 23 and 88° 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. 
3.1 days suitable. Land preparation 
planting, equipment maintenance, and 
livestock were main farm activities. 
38% completed, 66% last year, 45% average. Corn 
29% planted, 34% last year. Winter wheat 60% 
jointing, 60% last year, 55% average; condition 
sood. Watermelons 38% planted, 41% last year. 
Hay and roughage and grain supplies adequate. 
Pasture condition good to fair. Livestock con- 
dition fair to good. 


MISSOURI: 
normal in the 


less 


end 


thundershowers 
Z21lst with 2.00 in. 
24-hour total 2.44 


Fieldwork: 
for spring 
feeding 
Plowing 


be Low 
while 
half. 

than 0.25 

the average 


Temperatures averaged 2 to 4° 
northern half of the State, 
normal temperatures covered the southern 
Precipitation was light and totaled less 
in., except in northeastern areas where 
was around 0.50 in. 

Little spring fieldwork has been 
soils and cool temperatures. 


done due to wet 


MONTANA: Cool first of week 
end. Maximum temperatures 60's 
west of Divide and in south 
Clear skies 25th brought subzero temperatures to 
some snow covered areas of southwest and south 
central. Temperatures averaged:‘5°% above normal in 
west to 4% below normal in southeast. Most areas 
received some precipitation, mostly light. 

Winter wheat condition fair to good, wind 
light. Mild temperatures favored calving and 
ing but wet snow and rain were troublesome in 
areas. 


but warming by week- 
in a few areas 


central and southeast. 


damage 
lamb- 
some 


NEBRAKSA: Temperatures: Near normal. Precipita- 
tion: Widespread with amounts ranging from a few 
hundredths up to 0.75 in. 


NEVADA: Winter continues reluctant to release 
grip. Week started out with remnants of previous 
weeks storm and from 5 to 10° below normal. 
Skies cleared as week progressed and temperatures 
moderated near midweek. A series of cold fronts 
end of period lowered temperatures and brought 
rain to valleys and snow at higher elevations. 
Inclement weather delayed seedbed preparations 
third consecutive week. Calving, lambing contin- 
ued. 
NEW ENGLAND: Temperatures mild 22nd through 
Overnight lows normal. Cold outbreak 26th to 
kept afternoon highs below freezing over much of 
north, and in the low to mid 30's over the south. 
Precipitation fell mainly as rain on 22nd and 23rd. 
Amounts averaged around 0.50 in. south and 0.30 in. 
north. 


26th. 
28th 


NEW JERSEY: 
Extremes 13 


Temperatures averaged below normal. 
at Newton and Charlotteburege on 29th 
and 672% at Pemberton on 26th. Rainfall averaged 
0.21 north, 0.02 in. central and 0.01 in. south. 
Heaviest 24-hour total was 0.36 in. at Newton on 
26th. 

Colder weather slowing crop progress. Soil 
moisture levels good. Soil preparation, liming, 
fertilizing and planting early crops progressing at 
a normal pace. 


NEW MEXICO: 
below normal. 
Soil moisture adequate 
east side of the State. 
precipitation continue to 
Irrigated wheat and barley remain in good condition 
with the dryland crop in poor to fair condition. 
Cattle have been moved off most fields for grain. 
Alfalfa fields continue to show good growth. Lettuce 
and onions in good condition and progressing well in 
Mesilla Valley. Chili planting beginning to wind 
down in the Mesilla Valley. Calving and lambing 
continuing with no unusual death losses reported. 


Temperatures were near to a few degrees 
in most areas except the 

High winds and scattered 
limit outdoor activities. 


NEW YORK: Light to moderate precipitation 25th 
and 26th, week generally light. Early week tem- 
peratures normal, warm on 25th, unusuaily cold 
27th and 28th. 


Maple syrup season in progress. 


Temperatures: 2 to 3° below 
northern Piedmont and mountains 
over the rest of the State. 
Very light to 0.79 in. at Mt. 


NORTH CAROLINA: 
normal over the 
to near normal 
Precipitation: 
Al ry. 

Soil moisture: 
Fieldwork: 
small grains 
mostly good; 


67% adequate and 33% 
4.2 days suitable. Conditions: 

fair to mostly good; 

Irish potatoes fair to mostly good. 
Plantings: [Irish potatoes 54%, 1981 80%, 56% 
average. Supplies: Hay and roughage and feed 
erains mostly adequate. Major farm activities: 
Land preparation, Irish potato planting, top- 
dressing small grains. 


surplus. 
Al] 
tobacco beds 


NORTH DAKOTA: Above normal temperatures across 
the north and below normal elsewhere. Average 
temperatures from 24° east central to 28° north- 
west. Departures from normal ranged from 5° 
below normal south central and southeast to 39 
above normal northwest. Precipitation well below 
normal ranging from a trace west central and cen- 
tral, which was 0.20 and 0.22 in. below normal, 
respectively, to 0.07 in. north central which was 
0.14 in. below normal. 

Cold, wet conditions continued to any 
fieldwork. Melting has been slow thus far leaving 
many areas with significant snow cover. The 
gradual thaw has helped to reduce potential 
ing and replenish topsoil moisture which was 
adequate to surplus in all areas. Last year, 
of the State was short of topsoil moisture. 
Start of fieldwork will be later than the early 
beginning dates of the past 2 years. Estimated 
Starting dates for fieldwork ranged from mid- 
April to May 1. State average is April 19. 
year's average for the start of fieldwork was 
April 6 and two years earlier it was April 16. 
Spring planting could still be ahead of the slow 
1979 pace when the start of fieldwork was delayed 
until May 13. Calves and lambs in generally good 
condition. Some problems with weak calves and 
scours. Lambing 52% completed, calving 38%. 

All livestock still receiving supplemental feed. 
Some feed shortages particularly in northwest. 


prevent 


flood- 


44% 


Last 


OHIO: 
Lows 
aged 
under 


Temperatures averaged 6 to 9° below normal. 
fell to 10° northeast on 28th. Highs aver- 
40° north to near 50° south. Precipitation 

S.e0 Bn. Some fell as snow leaving some 
accumulation northeast. Soil temperatures, 4 in. 
under bare ground, reached the upper 40's to low 
o0O's. Northeast has snow cover, most other areas 
soils still frozen or too wet to work. 

Farm activities included limited land prepar- 
ations, spreading fertilizer, hauling manure, 
seeding clover and grasses, seeding tobacco beds, 
setting cabbage plants Ohio River counties, moving 
bedding plants to market, mostly into southern 
States. 
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OKLAHOMA: Precipitation varied from 0.01 in. 
northeast to 0.63 in. southwest. Temperatures 
averaged from 2° below normal northeast to 7° 
below normal south central. 

Wheat excellent growth and development due good 
moisture conditions and cool temperatures. Cheat, 
mustards, wild buckwheat and other weeds reported 
in several fields but generally under control due 
to spraying. Wheat jointing: 35%, 30% 1981, 20% 
average.. Days suitable for fieldwork: 5.6. 


OREGON: Near normal temperatures prevailed with 
daytime temperatures reaching in the 60's in most 
areas. Nighttime lows dipped into the teens in 
far eastern areas, and in the 30's and 40's else- 
where. Slight precipitation was reported from all 
areas with accumulations of less than 0.10 in. 
common. Heavier rains moved into the State over 
the weekend. 

Soil moisture supplies adequate to surplus. 
Winter wheat condition fair to good in Willamette 
Valley; good to excellent elsewhere. Fertilizing 


and spraying grain and grass seed fields continues. 


Some spring grain going in, 
sprayed. Plowing underway. 
Willamette Valley. Delayed dormant fruit sprays 
being applied. Some late training of caneberries. 
Onion and sugarbeet plantings started in Malheur 
County, but soils still very wet. Seedbed prepar- 
ation underway for peas, radish seed crops, and 
early broccoli. Livestock generally in good con- 
dition. Range and pastures continue to improve. 
Feed supplies adequate. 


alfalfa fields being 
Peaches in bloom in 


PENNSYLVANIA: It was a colder than normal week, 
as the State average was around 4° below the nor- 
mal. Scattered record-breaking low temperatures 
were noted during latter part of week. Extremes: 
65 and 0°. Precipitation in the form of rain and 
snow was relatively light in the southeast with 
heavier amounts in the central mountains which 
totaled nearly 0.75 in. State average was around 
0.40 in. below normal. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 0.25 in. 
or 0.24 in. below normal. Highest weekly total 
1.19 in. Temperatures averaged about 77 to 75° 
on Coasts and 72 to 70° Interior Divisions. Ex- 


tremes: 92 and 51°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Cold front late 25th was follow- 
ed by much colder weather, but average only 2 to 
4° below normal. Lows ranged from 19° at Walhalla 
to low 30's in south on 28th. Light, scattered 
rainfall. 

Soil moisture adequate, some wet conditions 
delaying nitrogen or fertilizer topdressing for 
small grains. Corn 34% planted, 49% 1981. To- 
bacco 3% transplanted, plant supplies only ade- 
quate, 3% 1981. Tomatoes 77% transplanted, 68 
year ago. Scattered, locally heavy infestation 
of powdery mildew on wheat. Piedmont apple, peach 
blooms extensively freeze-damaged, preliminary 
assessment at 90% loss. Ridge peach damage seems 
much less severe, 10 to 20% kill, assessment un- 
finished. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Average temperatures below normal. 
Southeast temperatures averaged only 1 to 2° 

below normal, remainder of State generally 2 to 89 
below normal. Extremes: 69 and -8%. Very dry 
with most areas well below normal weekly precipi- 
tation. Largest amount was 0.40 in. Precipita- 
tion amounts in most areas running above normal 
since first of year. 


TENNESSEE: High pressure dominated the early 
week resulting in cool temperatures and fair 
skies. Cold front 25th brought scattered thun- 
dershowers mainly to the east. Cooler and dryer 
air followed the front. Temperatures averaged 
5° below normal. Mean low's in the 30's with 


mean high's in the middle 50's and low 60's. 
Precipitation was confined to the east with 
amounts averaging 0.25 in. or less. 

Land preparation, topdressing wheat, renewing 
pastures, and preparing tobacco seedbeds continued 
to dominate spring farming activity. 


TEXAS: Weather: Springtime weather. Scattered 
Showers, thundershowers 26th, 27th, 28th. Much 
precipitation. Temperatures much below past 
week. Rain above normal eastern half, below 
normal western half, Lower Valley. 

Crops: Land preparation, spring planting ac- 
tive. Highs winds, warmer temperatures, deplete 
soil moisture across High Plains; dryland wheat 
remains moisture-stressed. Preplant irrigation 
active many areas Panhandle. Widespread weekend 
Showers help crop prospects Central, South Central 
Texas. Along coast low-lying areas too wet for 
planting. Cotton planting active, many fields 
Coastal Bend very good condition. Planting under- 
way along Upper Coast, but at much slower rate. 
Many producers waiting warmer soil temperatures. 
Corn planting good progress. Some replanting 
necessary Blacklands because poor stands. Cut- 
worms problem fields along coast. Good weekend 
rains help many sorghum stands Blacklands, South 
Central Texas. Some stands Blacklands developed 
poorly; will be replanted. Birds damaging some 
stands Lower Valley. Small grains respond warmer 
temperatures, additional moisture. Weekend rains 
Central Texas provide much-needed moisture small 
grain fields which heading out. Weeds becoming 
problem Cross-Timbers fields. Wheat jointing 
Northern High Plains. Rains provide adequate 
moisture Central Texas wheat fields beginning to 
head out. Cattle move off fields harvested for 
grain. Because poor development some areas fields 
grazed out instead of harvested. Reported condi- 
tion across State 78% of normal with 9% excellent; 
48% good; 40% fair; and 3% poor. Rice planting 
some progress along coast. However, rain delayed 
seeding some areas. Sugarbeet planting good pro- 
gress High Plains. Cotton planted 8%, 7% 1981, 

% average. Rice planted 30%, 34% 1981, 24% 
average. Sorghum planted 57%, 53% 1981, 45% 
average. Corn planted 39%, 37% 1981, 29% average. 

Commercial vegetables: In Rio Grande Valley 
harvest cabbage, carrots, onions active. Potatoes, 
tomatoes, watermelons continue to show good growth. 
Citrus harvesting continued. In San Antonio-Win- 
ter Garden area, planting spring vegetables con- 
tinued. Irrigation continued. Harvest of car- 
rots, spinach active. In Coastal Bend land pre- 
paration neared completion. In East Texas, land 
preparation underway. In North Texas, planting 
of potatoes continues, planting of onions nearing 
completion. Moisture needed. In Trans-Pecos 
region, potato planting active. Chili peppers 
planting underway. On High Plains, planting of 
onions, potatoes continues. Peach trees continued 
to bloom. No apparent freeze damage. Pecan trees 
beginning to bud. 

Range and livestock: Range, pasture conditions 
continue to improve, demand for supplemental feed- 
ing declined. Moisture needed to continue pasture 
growth, replenish topsoil moisture. Livestock 
mostly good condition. 




















UTAH: Few isolated showers forepart period. 
Recurring periods rain changing to snow weekend. 
Accumulated amounts moisture senerally light to 
moderate. Rising trend temperatures but averages 
ranged between 2° above normal and 9° below. 

Land preparation slowed in southern areas, not 
yet begun elsewhere. Water supply situation con- 
tinues to improve. Livestock in sood condition. 
Calf and lamb crop appears normal. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged a few degrees 
above normal before turning sharply colder during 
the weekend. Temperature extremes: 73 and 14”. 
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Precipitation amounts ranged from 0.50 to 2.50 
in. 

Clear skies and mild weather during most of 
the week reduced some of the surplus water in 
fields. Topsoil moisture rated 65% adequate, 

35% surplus. Days suitable for fieldwork: 2.7. 
Pastures, barley and wheat continued good growth 
and were rated excellent condition. Some weeds 
and nitrogen shortages showing up in wheat. 
Apples and peaches were rated in excellent con- 
dition prior to the weekend. Some damage had 
occurred during extremely coid winter weather; 
cold over weekend caused some damage to peaches 
as bloom was just beginning but expected to be 
slight. Tobacco plant beds 80% seeded and in good 
to excellent condition except in southeast where 
they were poor. Small acreages of corn have been 
planted in southeast. Potatoes 20 to 25% planted 
on the Eastern Shore and 40% elsewhere. Late 
calving and lambing proceeding well and livestock 
continue in good condition. Farmers were able to 
increase land preparation activities for corn and 
tobacco and topdress small grains. 


WASHINGTON: Weather: An extension of a high 
pressure system in the Gulf of Alaska dominated 
the weather. The associated weather was dry with 
warm days and cool nights through 25th. The high 
diminished late in the week, and the Pacific front 
that moved on shore late 25th brought warm wet 
weather on 26th. 

West: Some early vegetables being planted. 
Field rhubarb progressing. Raspberry and blue- 
berry buds have broken. Cabbage seed fields 
showing water damage. Daffodil harvest continued. 
Pastures green up. Limited amounts of cattle were 
put on pastures. Feed supplies adequate. Christ- 
mas tree planting winding up. 

East: Planting activities included spring 
wheat, barley, potatoes, dry peas, and green peas. 





Herbicide application was also done. Tree fruit 
spraying progressing while apples in green tip 
stage. Lambing and calving continues. Winter 
wheat and barley in average condition. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged near normal 
except in the northwest where they were below 
normal. High 72°, low 13°. Precipitation above 
normal except in the northeast. Some flooding 
in east central areas. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Days worked 
averaged: 2.9. Hay short to adequate. Grain and 
other feed supplies adequate. 


WISCONSIN: No significant weather events occurr- 
ed. Precipitation was light. Scattered rain and 
snow fell from the afternoon of the 23rd to the 
afternoon of the 24th and again on the 25th and 
26th. Precipitation totals were less than 0.20 
in. Colder temperatures occurred on the 26th and 
27th with overnight lows plunging below zero on 
the 26th. The weekly high temperature of 55° was 
recorded in Oak Creek on the 23rd while Morse re- 
ported the coldest reading, -18, on the 27th. 


WYOMING: Mild temperatures averaged slightly be- 
low normal. Highest 61°, coldest -8°, Precipi- 
tation amounts below normal central and southeast, 
above normal north and northeast, below to near 
normal west. Greatest amount of moisture, 0.62 
in. 

Topsoil moisture adequate 69% State. Subsoil 
moisture short 58% State. Small amount oats, 
Spring wheat planted. Barley planted: 10%; 
last year 35%; normal 12%. Winter wheat mostly 
good condition. Livestock mostly good condition. 
Spring calves born: 45%; last year 40%: normal 
42%. Farm flock: Ewes lambed 55%; shorn 50%. 
Range sheep: Ewes lambed 25%; shorn 20%. Death 
= normal. Range, pasture condition mostly 

air. 
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Approximate cultivated land area of the world. (Courtesy U. S. Department of Agriculture, Foreign Agricultural Service.) 
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AGRICULTURAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS 
March 21-27, 1982 
NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 











UNITED STATES: Cold outbreak east of Rockies freezes peaches and apples in western Caro- 
linas, and slows southeastern vegetables and Texas coastal cotton. Heavy 
rains over Southeast further delays fieldwork but improves Florida's soil 
moisture. Cool, wet weather continues to hamper California vegetables. 





EUROPE : Drier weather with some slow growth of winter grains. 


WESTERN USSR: Warming trend by week's end over most winter grains as dry weather contin- 
ues. 





NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Rainfall benefits winter grains in Algeria and Tunisia; Moroccan crops too 
dry. 





SOUTH AFRICA: Widespread abundant rainfall comes too late to help corn. 





SOUTH AMERICA: Unsettled weather slows crop harvests; cooler weather in Argentina. 





MEXICO: Rains over the northeast bring relief to some citrus, corn, grain sorghum, 
and sugarcane. Dryness favors irrigated vegetables and cotton over the 
northwest while plaguwing the corn program of the southern Plateau. 


EASTERN ASIA: China winter grains dry in the north with widely varying temperatures; wet- 
ter in the south. 





SOUTH ASIA: Brief, heavy rainfall detrimental to winter grains in the Punjab areas of 
India and Pakistan. 
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WESTERN USSR: The below-normal precipitation 
pattern continued over the region. The weather 
became more like spring as large daily 
EVUKUPE?: High pressure prevailed over the fluctuations in temperature were reported, In 
continent during the week, inducing a drier addition, a brief cold spell occurred over winter 
weather pattern, Sone wet weather, however, was grain areas in the southern half of the Volga 
able to penetrate into Mediterranean coastal Valley and North Caucasus by late-week, Minimum 
locations producing 25 to 50 mm of rainfall. The temperatures, around -12 C approached those which 
precipitation which fell on the southeastern are critical for grains beginning to break 
coastal areas of Spain benefited almond trees dormancy in more southern areas. Temperatures 
which are in the flowering stage. In contrast, moderated at week's end as a rapid warming trend 
unfavorably dry weather continued over Spanish moved eastward through the region. 

winter grain areas. Average temperatures for the 
week allowed some slow growth of winter grains 
west of a line slanting southwestward from central 
Poland into central Italy. Winter grain growth is 
most advanced in southern Spain but is still in 
the vegetative stage. 
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SOUTH AFRICA; Widespread above-normal rain fell 
over much of the Maize Triangle. The moisture 
" came too late to improve corn crop prospects much, 
NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Timely rainfall benefited although it may have helped fill kernels of 
winter grains in central Algeria and areas to the late-planted varieties. Because of the rain, the 
east. Prospects remained good as the crop outlook for winter grains improved substantially. 
advanced into the grain-filling stage, with Temperatures dropped to near normal. 
temperatures staying somewhat below normal. 
Moroccan winter grain areas became detrimentally 
drier because of lack of rain. The crop came 
under increasing stress as it continued in the 
heading stage, and yield prospects are declining 
below normal. Temperatures remained slightly 
above normal. 








Mar. 30, 1982 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 











eons (10 ay 


5 J MINAS GERIAS ! yoo 


5S TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 
Mar. 21-27, 1982 , 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND SATELLITE IMAGERY 








‘ pw seston, (25 ’ 
‘eer RIO we i - 
Lg ; : 


SOUTH AMERICA; A frontal system passed through 
the crop areas of Argentina and southern Brazil, 
and by the weekend, produced unsettled weather 
over much of the region, Heavy showers and 
thunderstorms likely interfered with the sunflower 
harvest in Buenos Aires. Light rain fell over 
Argentina's major coarse grain/soybean area where 
crops are nearing maturity. Early crop harvests 
should have encountered only minor delays in this 
area. Minimum temperatures fell into the single 
digits (°C) throughout Buenos Aires after the 
frontal system passed. In Brazil's soybean area 
where the crop harvest is nearly 20 percent 
complete, showers late in the week came after 
several days of favorable harvest weather in 
southern crop areas. Heavy rain occurred along 
coastal areas from Santa Catarina northward into 
Sao Paulo and across Minas Gerais, Goias, and Mato 
Grosso causing harvest delays in northern soybean 
areas. 
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EASTERN ASIA: No rain fell on China's winter 





grain areas, and irrigation water remained in 
short supply. The temperature pattern in the dry 
areas was Similiar to the previous week's. 
Daytime temperatures ranging much above normal 
early in the week were followed by 
cooler-than-normal weather during midweek and 
unfavorably warm weather again on Saturday. The 
warm spells stressed winter grains in the 
vegetative growth stage, and light frost at 
midweek likely caused superficial burning of 
leaves. These abnormal temperature fluctuations 
are due, in part, to the dry condition of the 
ground. In Henan, the rain of the previous weex 
dampened the surface enough to prevent a sharp 
rise in temperature. Continued showers in 
southern winter grain areas and to the south were 
beneficial, but some early rice areas may be a 
little too dry. In South Korea, lower, near 
normal temperatures allowed only slow winter grain 
growth, and although very little precipitation 
fell, soil moisture remained quite adequate. 
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MEXICO; Light showers over the northeast brought 
temporary relief to some citrus and young corn and 
grain sorghum that were suffering from prolonged 
dryness. Further south, moderate to heavy rains 
from Valles to Jalapa benefited orchards, immature 
Sugarcane, and young crops. Dryness continued to 
plague corn planting and germination over most of 
the southern Plateau. In contrast, the sunny, dry 
pattern favored the irrigated vegetable and cotton 
programs over the northwest. 
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SOUTH ASIA; A slow-moving westerly storm system 





dumped abnormally heavy rain over winter grain 
areas of northern Pakistan and northern India. 
Widespread thunderstorms likely produced lodging 
of mature grain. The quality of this year's crop 
Should be below par. To the east, rain in 
Bangladesh and eastern India slackened in general, 
but some parts of Bihar and West Bengal had 
above-normal rains. Early season showers began in 
the southern tip of India as the tropical weather 
belt moved slowly northward. 
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(Continued from page 1) 


the northern Rockies eastward through Montana. Cold 
air moved into the northern Plains. Showers and 
thunderstorms continued in the South from Missis- 


Sippi eastward and into North Carolina. 


THURSDAY...Thunderstorms dominated the weather over 
the Southeast. Large hail fell at several loca- 
tions. A tornado touched down in southern Alabama. 
Further north, rain or showers covered the area east 
of the Mississippi River, and heavy snow fell 
through the Great Lakes region. A cold front pushed 
rain into southern California and, later, into the 
Pacific Northwest and across the southern Plateau. 


FRIDAY...Cold air 
as, from Arkansas 
Carolinas. Light 


pushed southward to northern Tex- 
to northern Georgia, and into the 
snow fell through the Ohio Valley, 


becoming heavy in the western portion of the north- 
eastern States. Later, heavy rain covered the 
northeastern coastal area. A mixture of rain and 
snow fell in the western portion of the central 
Plains, with rainshowers becoming heavy in Oklahoma, 
eastern Texas, and Louisiana. Rain, with snow at 
higher elevations, fell throughout the West and 
moved across the central and southern Rockies to 
the high Plains. 


SATURDAY...Light rain fell through the central and 
southern Plains, along the gulf coast, and into Flor- 
ida. Heavy showers fell ‘in southern Louisiana and 
southeastern Texas. Freezing weather covered the 
East as far south as Georgia, threatening some of 

the early blooming fruit trees in the Southeast. 

Rain fell from northern California to Washington and 
over the northern Plateau to the Rockies. 
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